Morals

were not the devil's playing-cards, and her conscience
permitted her to use them without offence. Here con-
science may be said to have been superfluously active.
On the other hand it is easy to cite instances where con-
science is as remarkably dull. Thus to avail oneself of a
man's services against his will is generally described as
robbing him of what is justly his. Yet quite honorable
and upright citizens of the United States, in the long period
preceding the present days of international copyright,
were not pricked by their consciences when they pur-
chased "pirated " editions of the works of English authors,
nor do I think it would be affirmed that the American
publishers of such editions regarded themselves or were
regarded as dishonest persons. Their consciences gave
them no trouble on this score. International copyright
was at last brought about, not because piracy was con-
sidered to be wrong, nor on account of any public ideal
of honesty, but simply because American authors found
it difficult to make a living in competition with "pirated"
publications.

A beheaded frog, though dead, will still for some hours
move one of its legs to rub away a drop of acid applied to
certain spots on its body. This action is called reflex.
The nerve irritation caused by the acid sends a message
to a centre in the spinal cord, where it stimulates a motor
nerve and causes the reflex movement of the limb.1 No
intervention of thought is required. The nervous struc-
ture of the creature's body is such that the stimulus
directly causes the reflex action without the intervention

1 I hope this statement is physiologically correct, but am writing
only from memory of what I believe myself to have been told.
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